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EDWARD PORllR - BORN IN ENGLAND IN J600~' SAILEV F,~O~.~BRISTOL
ENGLAND WITH CAPT. CLEMENT CHAPMAN ON THE SHIP CONSTANCE, HEADED FOr. THE
COAST OF VIRGINIA,' LANDED IN THE INVIANVISTRICT'OF:"CH1CKACOAN, WHICH
LATER WAS DIVIDEV UP INTO, THE COUNTIES OF NORTHUMBERLAND;, WESTMORELAN'V AND '

_ LANCASTER COUNTIES,' ARRll/.ING ,OCTOBER 24.;'-:'1635;:, AT, THE'AG(PF 35';.YEARS. ' ,
,: :'~t:' ":~ .' , ~- ~ - ", :'~'. ' .

~~ARD PORTER MARRIED ~ARY ? '. THEY LIVEV IN WESTIAORELAND:, ' '"
COUNTYlRGINIA," WHERE;THEY HAD SONS NAMED:, ROBERT,' JAC()B,.'EVWARV~ THOMAS

AND FFRANCIS. ' "',', "', '~;;;'i'))>~::'::; ';f:,,:~,·,:(;}tl~~,::-:·~'~<::.it>:7 /';:" ~ " , , _
, IN THE- SPRING OF 1658,,; THOMAS'PORTER..:~N.{ETO::l~NCAST~R"COUN1V. ':, AFT~ '~:".
HE WAS THERE FOR A WHILE, THOMAS ',POrnERrAWANTffONY:'HAYES;:OOnA GRAUT:;: """, "
OF 1,000 ACRES OF LAND FOR 'TRANSPORTING :TWENTY ;PEf!SONS ',TO, RAPPAIfANNOCK" - -, _.' " '
COUNTY. THIS LAWV WAS LOCATED BETWEEN, THE POTOMACK AND -AAPPAHANNOCK;(': .. ~ ,.• """,,' ", "
~IVER ON THE CHESAPEAKE, BAY IN THE NORTHERN NECK'R~G;ION:OF;V,IRGI~I~/,oN >,'" '" " .
SEPTEMBER 5,· 1658. . :,.""\ ~':Ii\~.,:~; ".: :1 .. :,~;~.~ :,.:.:.~, .>:~.-, :~.~ ~ ...:' . '~.' ~

: :MWNG THE : TWENTY. PERSONS'~THAT:WERE TRANS~OR+~V~:"~'~_A'~I~{~~:'THENAME ,,:
OF ELIZABETH WOoo, : WHO,)TljOMAS PORUR'LATER MARRIEV.: ',~n"EY::',HAV,",CH1LVREN
NAMED: ANN, 'ELIZABETH,j)1LLIAM M.fV 'PETERUrwlNSL'~:BORN;:MAY;\i~8~(;,f69~,_
AWV !2.!1N. BORN JWJE 23,:-1695.' ,c,~.' <:,!<':~",:,.'.-:.',<"';;,~,:~;' ,.C\

IN THIS AREA,' AT THAT TIME THERE WAS NOTHING sur FORESTEV WILVf1<NES$~---=-' ~'.\
NO ROADS OF ANY KIND, ONLY TRAILS MADE,BY. INDIAlJS ANVWILD ANIMALS.'
INTERSECTED AS IT WAS BY RIVERS AND STREN'(s, t~HICH BrCAME. THE EARLY HIGHWAYS
FOR TRANSPORTATION OF PEOPLE AND PROVUCTS. fISH,':OYSTERS ANI) CRABS WERE
PLENTIFUL. LUMBER WAS AVAILABLE EVERYWHERE - TOBACCO wAS THE '/~OST IMPORTANT
CROP AS IT WAS USED AS MONEY. ' ~ ,

ON JW>!J,10, 1137, JOHN PORTER OF CHRISTCHURCH PARiSH,'(AffCASTER '
COUNTY, VIRGINlALW,fNT BEFORE THE COURT Af.JV FlLEV A PEnTlO~! T(LRE:..EXCUSftl _- ~..-::::
FROM PAYING A~Y L~UY, FOR HIS SON, EVt:LARV~SANDERS peRTER _.Of~7'CHRrSr CHURCH - - I
PARISH IN THIS €Gl:lNty 'DURING THE TIME H1S SON REMAINS: BLIND~ '" : .

. , . - ' ' ',' .

~9aNi'dRTEB bf,,€flrj)ST CHURCH PARISH~; LMicASTER COUNTY, VIRGINIA, JUliE 12,
174!~ ~~, E~quS~v f~OM PAYING ANY LEVY FOR HIS SON, JOHN PORTER WHO WAS
BL I NV FOR tHE FUTURE:. . ' , , I

, ,

8>-'+ • Ji)t~_)iJ6tlt~~~~vJ~I,'CAT10N AS TO WHAT CAUSED, THE BLINDNESS,,~ iiOi~S~~f6~~rt~~tH,RECOVE~EV~BOTH MAR~rEO AND HAV, ~ARGE tAMILIES ,
POR,THAT TIAIE., , . '" ' ,

, . . .....' .
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, "PORTER

- ,
, JQHN PORTElh.OF LANCASTER ,COUNTY, VIRGINIA, MARRIED S6BAH ·sANVP.~S, "

THE DAUGHTER OF CAPL EVWARV. SANDERS Of,NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTYV1RGINIA.'
THEY HAV~SONS NAMED:, kD(!JARVSANDERS PORTER, 'JOHN PORTE.R AND 'SAMUEL' PORTER.

" ':'--., .. . :' .. ~,,'. "'''.~ ,:,::1.<: '.•\.... ,:::.~..'~:~. ,: :. ..... '

"ON FRYDAY", 8 OF APR1L~ 1737, JOHN PORTERMIV HIS'.,t!JIFE, SARAH"
CAME INTO COURT AND ACKNOWLEVGED THEIR VEED OF LEASE ANO RELEASE TO
THOMA.S EDWARVS "GENT" FOR A.:.NDCONCERNING 62 ACRES OF LAND IN " WICOCOMOC PARISH
IN THE COUNTY OF LANCASTER. LAND THAT SARAH HAD INHERITEV,FROM HEn FAnlER,
CAPT. EVWARD SANDERS,' SARAH, HAVING F1RST BEEN PRIVATELY EXAAIINED AS THE
LAW" DIRECTS, WHICH DEEP, WAS AVMITTED; TO RECORD.: ,;/'C,~ ",~".,;;~.:,,;, ",.'. "

, . ~ " . " ., .;.... ,',

. ' ,", . ~
AFTER THE SALE OF THIS PROPERTY, JOHN AND ·SARAH MOVED TO. CHRIST

CHURCH PARISH, WHERE ROBERT" "KING" CARTER BUI Lr THE FAMOUS CHRIST CHURCH
IN 1732. THIS CHURCH STI LL STANDS AS BEAUTIFUL AS EVER.. THIS IS WHERE
THE PORTERS.W~NT TO CHURCH,' AfJV PAVED THEIR TYTHESACCORVING TO THE NUMBER
OF PEOPLE IN THE FAM1LY~ BUT, FFRANC!SPORlER AND HIS WIFE, MARGARETT,.
FORGOT TO PAY THEIR TYTHES ONE YEAR AND (llERE FINEV. 312 POWIVS OF TOBACCO.

'J
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/ SARAH SANDERS PORTER DIED IN LANCASTER COUNTY, VIRGINIA, NOV~ABER11~
1752. THE SANDERS FAMILY WAS IN VIRGINIA IN THE EARLY 1630'S. '. .

DR. EDWARD SANDERS WAS BORN IN 167.1 IN ENGLAND, MIV HE WAS SARAH
SANVERS GRANVFATHER. HE (~AS SENT BACt< TO ENGLAWV TO STUVY TO BE A ..
DOCTOR AND RETURNED TO VIRGINIA AS A "CHIRURGEON" (SURGEON). AFTERHE
WAS BACK FOR AWI·IIlE, HE ',(ARRIEO MARY, THE WIDOW OF JOHN HUVNALL, IN
NORTHUI.lBERLAND COUNTY, VIRGINIA, IN ABOUT 1660.', THEY HAD TWO SONS,
EBENEZER AND ED(vARD. EVWARD BECAME THE CAPTAIN ·OF. HIS OWN SHIP, AND.
TRAVED THROUGHOUT THE CARIBBEMJ. DR. SANDERS DIED IN 'NORTHWABERLNJV .
COUNTY, VIRGINIA, JUNE 17, 1672.

CAPT. EDWARD SANVERS MARRIED ELIZABETH? • THEY HAVFIVE
CHILDREN - SARAH MARRIED JOHN PORTER, JOSH EN UARRIED JOHN FRAME, ELIZABETH
f,lARRIED JOHN REEVES, AND LETITIA f,tART<1ED ALEXANDER LOVE. THEY LIVED ON'
WHAT AT THAT TIME WAS CALLED "CHERRY POINT NECK" IN NORTHUMBERLAND
COUNTY, VIRGINIA. ONE MIGHT HAVE THOUGHT THAT UP ANV DOWN THIS COAST .
THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN A BUNCH OF LOG CABINS OR SHACKS, BUT THERE WAS NOT.
ONLY THE GOVERNMENT BUILDWGS, LIKE THE COURT HOUSE MID JAIL WERE BUILT OF
HEWN SQUARE LOGS. THE HOUSES WERE BUlL T OUT OF LUMBER THAT WAS RIVED OUT
SQUARE LOGS WITH A FROW -AND WOODEN MALL. THEY DIVN"T ONLY HAVE TO WORRY
ABOUT THE INDIANS AND WI LV BEASTS, THEY ALSO HAD PIRATES, AT THAT TIME, THAT
PREYED UP AND DOWN THAT COAST. . ' ..... ," ", ., .

DR. EDWARD SM.fVERS AND HIS WI FE MARY OF NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY;'
VIRGINIA WERE WITNESSES IN THE "COAL-NEAL WITCHCRAFT CAST OF 1671".

"r,IARY, THE WIFE OF DR. EDWARD SANDERS IAAKETH OATH THAT THE MUNDAY
AFTER THE TWELFTH DAY, MR. EDWARD COLE CAIAE TO THE HQUSE OF SAID SANDERS,
TIIIS DErONT ASK THE SAID COLE HOW HIS WIFE DID? HE REPLIED THAT SHE WAS
DEAD AND YOUR DEPONT SAID SHE Wfl~ SORRY FOR THAT AND THE SAID COLE
REPLI ED AGAI N"THAT SIIE WAS NOT DEAD BUT BEWITCHED" MlO GRANNY NEAL WAS
THE WOMAN HE DID SUSPECT, AND FURTHER SAYTH NOT.

MR. COLE WAS WORRIED ABOUT THE WOMAN, IF SHE COULD 'CAST A SfLELL ON
HIS WIFE, SHE MIGHT HARM HIS CHILDREN OR HIS HOME. IN THOSE DAYS EVERY,
HOUSE HAD A HORSE SHOE HANDING UP OVER THE FRONT DOOR TO KEEP OUT EVIL
SPIRITS AND WITCHES. MR COLE WAS NO EXCEPTION. HE THOUGHT IF HE COULD
GET THIS WOMAN TO COME OVER AND VISIT HIS WIFE AND WALK THROUGH THE DOOR
lvITH THE HORSE 'SHOE OVER IT, IT WOULD PROVE WHETHER SHE WAS A WITCH ORA
LADY. SHE WAS CONTACTED AND SHE AGREED TO COME TO VISIT MRS. COLE.

/.IR. COLE, TO BE SURE, WENT AND GOT ANOTfiER HORSE SHOE, AND PUT IT
UP OVER THE FRONT DOOR. WHEN GRANNY NEAL ARRIVED SHE BRUSHED RIGHT ON THROUGH
H1E DOOR, AND LIT A CANDLE THAT SMELLED UP THE ROOM ALL OVER, THEN GOT DOWN
ON HER KNEES AND PRAYED SO LOUD AND LONG, THAT IT LEFT NO DOUBT IN MR. COLE'S
MIND THAT SHE WAS A LADY. THEN HE WENT BEFORE THE COURT AND MADE A STATEMENT
"1 EDWARD COLE, DOE ACKNOWLEDGE YT YE WORDS WHICH 1 OlD SPEAK CONCERNING
MRS. NEAL AS TENDING TO DEFAME HER WITH THE ASPERSION OF BEING A WITCH, WAS
PASIONATLY SPOKEN." APRIL YE 11, 1671, SIGNED - EDWARD COLE.

JOHN PORTER DIED IN LANCASTER COUNTY VIRGINIA IN 1756. HIS WIFE SARAH,
AND SON, JOHN IIAV VIEO EARLIER LEAVINO SONS EDWARD SANDERS paRTIR A'Nv
SAMUEL PORTER.

EDWARD SANVfRS PORTER HAD MARRIED ? AND HAD FIVE BOYS AN~ SEVERAL
GIRLS. THE SONS WE~E LANITL,QJ, liANCOCK, J1V1THAl:J..,JP~AP/J£liI-W--S-ANV~/rt:fltt;J-. -
THEY WERE_kL-t-BVRit=i-trlANCA'Sff-R-CVC1NT , VIRGfNfA •

. :!v~~iER!;:rql{N..ftI~tFR~{pEATH, HIS SONS, EDWARD SANDERS PORTER ANVHISF1W tL~~D)_H1$ 6~QrH~R .SAMUE.~,SOLD THEIR PROPERTY AND LEFT VIRGINIA. BY 1768,
HAD SETTLED IN TRE q&tH ViSTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA •

.' ,~

.,
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EDWARD SANDERS PORTER SETTLED IN A BIG BEND OF THE BROAD RIVER, WHICH
LATER BECAME KNOWN AS PART OF WHON COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA. SAMUEL SETTLED
ACROSS THE RIVER THAT LATEr! BECAME PART OF YORK COUNTY; SOUTH CAROLINA. .
ABOUT TEN MILES FROM WHERE THE SIMPSONS AND MILLERS SETTLED IN 1791, MJV
ABOUT THREE MILES FROfA THE TCWN OF UNION, THE COUNTY SEAT OF UNION COUNTY,
SOUTH CAROLINA. . .,'. ,.' . , .

HANCOCK PORTER A'ro HIS BROTHER LANCELOT PORTER ENLISTED IN THE
REVOLUTIONARY WAR ABOUT J776, BOTH WERE IN THE CALVERY, AND ACCORDING TO
RECORDS, GAVE VERY GOOD ACCOUNT OF THWSHVES. THEY FOUGHT WITH CONL. .
BRANDON'S ARMY WJVER CAPT. JOSEPH JOLLY. CAPT. JOSEPH JOLLY WAS KILLED ..
IN A BATTLE AROUWD THE TOWN OF UNIO~ SOUTH CAROLINA. HANCOCK PORTER SAID· .
IN IfIS RECORV THAT HE FOUGHT ONE TURN FOR HIS BROTHER LANCELOT. HANCOCK
LIVED rc BE ABOUT 100 YEARS OLD, DYING IN UNION COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA.;;

IN NEXT LINE OF DIRECT DESCENT, WAS JEDITHAN PORTER, BORN IN
LANCASTER COUNTY, V1RGINIA, IfJ ABOUT 1755. HE MARRIED'RHOVA ? ,
IN UNION, SOUTH CAROLINA. THEY HAD CHILDREN NAMED OMIA,' NANCY, EDWARD,
ELISHA P., CIER, JOHN, JEVITHAN, HANOOCK, RUSSEL, LOTTY AND LISHE. THEY ALL
STAYED THERE IN UNION COUNTY ALL THEIR LIVES. JEDITHAN DIED IN 1805.

ELISHA P. /.lARRIED ? STARK, THE DAUGHTER OF JOHN STARK ItJ
UNION, SOUTH CAROLINA. THEY HAD CHILDREN NAMED - RUSSEL (BORN 1800), EPP
(GORN 1805), JOHN ( BORN 1807), HANCOCK (BORN 1810) M.rD TWO GIRLS PRIOR TO
1818, STARK (BORN 1818). ALL OF THE CHILDREN WAS BORN IN UNION COUNTY,
SOUTH CAROLINA. .

CAPT. JOSEPH JOLLY HAD A SON NM~ED JOSEPH, AND HE HAD A SON
NN.lEV JOSEPH JO LY AND HE MARRKED CLORISA ? , THEY HAD SEVERAL GIRLS.

RUSSELL PORTER MARRIED MARY JOLLY IN UNION COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA,
HOWEVER, THERE WAS NO ISSUE.

AFTER RUSSELL MARRI ED MARTY, JOSEPH JOLLY AND HIS FN,n LY AND
RUSSELL AND MARY /.IOVED TO SHELBY COUNTY, ALABN,lA AROUND 1835. AFTER
THEY HAD LIVED AROU,W THIS LITTLE TOWN OF COLUMBIANA, (THE COUNTY SEAT)·
ABOUT 15 MI LES BACK IN THE COUNTRY FRO/.! ANY !,tAIN HIGHWAY FOR ABOUT THREE
YEARS, HANCOCK PORTER CNAE TO SHELBY COUNTY AND MARRIED LETICIA JOLLY. IN
THE MEANTIf.{E BACK IN SOUTH CAROLINA, STARK PORTER HAD MARRIEV SARAH ANN
AND HAD THREE CHILDREN. HE TOO, VECIVED TO MOVCTO SHELBY COUNTY. HE
ARRI VED IN COLUMBIA, ALABAMA IN 1844. THEY ALL LIVED NEAR EACH OTHER
OUTSIDE COLUIABIANA ON A FARM UNTIL ABOUT 1854., WHEN JOSEPH JOLLY
DIED. AFTER HIS DEATH, HIS PROPERTY WAS SOLD AND DIVIDED UP AMOUNG HIS
CIIILDREN. RUSSELL AND MARY STAYED IN COLUMBIANA AND ADOPTED T(tJO CHILDREN.
THEY [VERE THE CHILDREN OF MARY'S BROTHER WILLIAM JOLLY AND SARAH GRADY.

SOON AFTER JOSEPH JOLLY'S DEATH, STARK PORTER.AND HIS FAMILY AND HIS
BROTHER HANCOCK PORTER AND HIS FAMILY LEFT ALABAMA. THEY WENT THROUGHT
/.HSSISSIPPI STOPPING FOR A FEW DAYS FOR STARKS WIFE SARAH ANN TO HAVE A
BABY, BORN IN 1855. THEY CONTINUED ON THEIR JOURNEY ARRIVING IN WIfJNSBORO,
FRANKLIN PARISH, LOUISIANA IN 1856.

FRANKLIN PARISH, FORMED IN 1843,WAS A WILDERNESS AREA, FULL OF-LAKES,
S(VN.tPs, CREEKS AND RIVERS. ON THE SITE WHERE THE COURT HOUSE STANDS TODAY,
mERE IS A SIGN WHICH SAYS" THIS COURT/lOUSE WAS BUI LV ON THE CNAPGROUNV ..-
(tJHERE THE EARLY SEttLERS CAME TO HUNT BEAR."

_ HANJOCK -AND li~§,-FAm LY SETTLED ON A FARM AROUND MANGHAM, LOUISIANA,
-kBOUT THREE MILES J'RQM (1)1 NNSBORO, THEY HAD SEVEN CHILDREN - NANCY (BORN 1839),
§~~~~HJ(BOI~~,118~2l.t C~ORISA (BORN 1843)~ MARY C. (BORN 18451 ZAC TAYLOR (BORN 1846)

; '_ ~,'~, 7.84l5" .::,JEDFHAN "GIVION" '(BORN 185n, 1JAVID fl. (BORN IN 1856)
ALL [~ERE B~,~~IN :SH[tt3V rOUNTY, ALABAMA, EXeEPT DAVID WIIO WAS BORN HI FRANKLIN
PARISH; lOUISIANA; I

I



NANCY PORTER f.IARRI EV CHARLES RILEY ON MAY 29, 1856. f.lARY C.PORTER'
MARRIEV ANDREW HIND~IAN ON VECHIlJER 19, 1865. SARAH J PORTER'VIED AT.AtJ',
EARLY AGE. JEVITHMJ "GIVION" MARr!1[V AMANDA JOHNSON ON VECWBER 25, 1871.
IiANCOCK PO'RTER VI EV IN FRANKLIN PARISH LOUISIANA.

STARK PORTER AND HIS FAMILY SETTLEV IN THE TOWN OF WINNSBORO, LOUISIANA
STARK HAD A GROCERY STORE ON PINE STREET, JUST BEHIND THE ~OURTHOUSE. THEY'
HAD SEVEN CHILDREN: HEZEKIAH (BORN IN UNION COUNT~/.SOUTHCAROLINI\, IN 1838)
~IARR1EV AHANDA ? , I N FRANKL! N PARISH HJ 1859. -. RARfJOfJ (BORN IN UNION •
COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLI NA 1N 1841). JOHN EBI ZAND (BORN 1N UNION COUNTY, SOUTH
CAROLINA IN 1843). STARK (BORN IN SHELBY COUNTY, ALABAMA IN 1845). I.~RY E.
(BORN IN SHELBY COUNTYJ.. ALABAMA IN 18471. JOHN BAXTER, (BORN IN SHELBY 'COUNTY,
ALABA}.iA IN 1848J. VAVlv (BORN IN MISSISSIPPI IN 1855) " ,', I"~ •

STARK PORTER DIEV IN WINNSBORO, LOUISIANA IN 1859. IN LOOKING THROUGH
HIS INVENTORY OF HIS ESTATE, WE FOUND A RECEIPT FOR $15.00 FOR'MAKING HIM A
CASKET. HIS WIFE SARAH ANN, AND THE REST OF THE FAMILY MQ.VEV IN WITH HER SON
HEZEKIAH FOR AWHILE, THEN MOVED TO WINFIELD, WINN PARISH, LOUISIANA, WHERE
LOTS OF HIS DECENDENTS STILL LIVE.

RARVEN PORTER AND HIS BROTHER IBZA/W, SONS OF STARK PORTER, BOTH
ENLISTEV IN THE CIVIL WAR IN (VINNSBORO, LOUISIMJA ON AUGUST 8, 1861 •• RARVEN
WAS 20'1 YEARS OLD. HE WAS A PRIVATE IN COMPANY C. 4th BATTALIOn IN LOUISIANA
INFANTRY. HE WAS WOUNDED ON JUNE 16, 1862, AND (VAS HOSPITALIZED IN COLUMBIA,
SOUTH CAROLINA. HE RETURNED TO VUTY AND WAS CAPTURED NEAR CHICAMAUGA, GEORGIA,
ON SEPTEf.!BER 19, 1863.- HE WAS SENT TO MILITARY PRISON IN LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY
01: OCTOBER 1, _7863, THEN TO CAMP VOUGLAS, ILLINOIS, WHERE HE R.Ei.1AINEV UNTI L
TII[ (t'AR (')1\5 OVER. HE WAS'SENT TO NEW ORLEANS, LOUIS1AtJA, WHERE I1E WAS . .. _
91SCHARGEO ON MAY 23, 7865. ' ' " , ' "

AFTER THE CIVIL WAR, LOTS OF MEN RETURNING FOUND NOTHING TO RETURN
TO. T/-IE YANKIES SEEMEV TO HAVE BEEN A LITTLE WORSE THROUGH THIS PART OF'
LOUISIANA. THEY HAV TAKEN ALL THEIR FOOD, HORSES, COWS, AND HOGS. WITHIN
A FEW YEARS THE CARPETBAGGERS TOOK THEIR HOME AND LAND FOR NON-PAYMENT OF
TAXES. I THINK THIS IS WHAT RARVEN PORTER FOUND WHEN HE RETURNEV TO
/.tANGHAN, LOUISIANA. THE STORY GOES THAT HE (VALKEV ALL THE WAY FROM MANGHAN,
LOUISIANA TO LEON COUNTY. TEXAS. WHERE HE WENT TO WORK ON A FARM FOR
'.tR. W1LLIAfA BENARV RIGBY AND HIS WIFE, MARY OVEN RIGBY, NEAR THE TOWN OF
LEONA, TEXAS.

WILLIAM AND MARY RIGBY HAV SIX CHILDREN, FOUR WERE GIRLS AND T(VO BOYS.
RARDEN FELL IN LOVE AND MARRIEV THE RIGBY" S THIRV VAUGHTER, SUSANNA "SUSIE"
REBECCA RIGBY, IN APPROXIMATELY 7867 O~ 1868. AFTER THEIR MARRIAGE, THEY
KEPT FARMING AROUND LEONA, TEXAS, MID HAD SEVEN CHI LDREN.

(7) SARAH ELIZABETH "SALLIE" PORTER (BORN DECEMBER 17,1868). MARRIEV
ROE VEZELLE, SHE VIED ON JUNE 16, 1917, AND IS BURIED IN THE CEMETARY Hi
CENTERVILLE, TEXAS. THEY HAD TEN CHILDREN: MARY REBECCA (BORN 1884, DIED 19801,
ttABLE EDITH AND AN UN;..NAldED TWIN GIRL (BORN 1887). MABLE EVITH DIED IN
1907. LYDIA ESTELLE, (BORN 1889, VIEV 1918J, JOHN BAXTER (BORN 7891,' VIED 1907),
SELINA ELIZABETH "BABE" (BORN 1893), LENA EVAN (BORN 7895, VIED 1970J, JAMES
TRAVIS (BORN 1891, VIEV 18981, ROE ERNEST (BORN 1899, DIED 19521, EULAELBERTA
(BORN 7904, VIED 7906j; .

(2) NANNIE A •• peg-r:~RJtB(j~NNOVEIvIBER 24, 181J)), fAARRIED ROBER,"BOB" CRAIG ON
O[CUIBER 24, .18~5...~-Q-l,EVj~N~ 'ltJ~ lcf4'2, ANV IS BURIEV AT ST. PAUL'S CEMETARY,
M-IVLOTH1A~ TEXAS. THEIR CfqLvREN WERE: CHARLES V. (BORN 1881, VIED IN FRANCE
IN 19!,~1,ALB,~R,rT~·:,(BQ~~,1888. VIEV 19631, MILTON (BORN 1890, DIED 19321,
M. NErd~.1fBq~~.:~89V:9F~V,19.52,l,>,OAVH~ EARL (BORN 1894, DIED IN 1918, AT GREAT
LAKES N~~~~r?~E);'rA~kJQ,~E,.f~e~rt1895, pIED 1968J, NEIL, SON OF WILLTAfA STARK
PORHk -IkVVPTEO- NEIt P{)"YER CRAIG (BORN 1903J. ,



~,.)I WILLIAM STARK PORTER WAS BORN IN LEON COUNTY, TEXAs"ON VECWBER'25, 1872,
HE VIED ON ~!ARCH 1, 1954, AND WAS BURIED IN LEONA CHfETARY." L[Q~JA, TEXAS.' '
HE FIRST MAR~ED MARGARET Me NEIL, MID WAS LATER MARRIEV TO DORA PARKER.
THERE WERE NO CHILDREN FROM HIS MARRIAGE WITH VORA PARKER. THERE WERE THREE
CHILDREN BORN OF HIS MARRIAGE WITH MARGARET HC NEIL: LI LBURN IBZAN WAS BORN
IN 1898, AND VIED IN 1936. INEZ ESTER WAS BORN .IN'J901. ANV VIED IN 1970.
LELLANV NEIL WAS BORN IN 1903, HE WAS AVOPTED BY HIS AUNT NANNIE AND UNCLE
BOB A~'D WAS RENAMED NEIL PORTER CRAIG. '

(4) IBZAN PORTER WAS BORN VECEMBER 14, 1874 IN LEON COUNTY, TEXAS, MlV"
DIED ON SEPTEMBER 21, 1955, HE' WAS BURIED IN CENTERVILLE CEMETARY IN'
CENTERVILLE, TEXAS. IBZAN PORTER MARRIED JIMMIE IRA PROCTOR (FIRST WIFE)
ON JANUARY 19,1898. CHILDREN BORN OF THAT MARRIAGE WERE: WILLIAM BERTRN.i,
BORN 1899; MYRA OPAL, BORN FEBRUARY, 1902, AND DIED IN NOVEMBER, 1902;
RAYI.10ND OSBORN WAS BORN IN 1904. IBZAN PORTER MARRIED HIS SECOND WIFE,
ON FEBRUARY 16, 1908, ESTELLE SHIPSON (BORN SEPTEMBER 23, 1892, DIED
SEPTHIBER 21, 1955~ (THE VAUGHTEr. OF WILLIAM ANDERSON A!lV GERTRUDE EVANS
SWPSONj CHILDREN WERE: LOUISE (BORN 1911), AND MADIE (BORn 1974).

( 5) 1,lARTIIA S [L HJA PORTFR , BOP-N JUI, V 18 1874, DI rD IN ,1934 ANV (VAS
BURIED IN RF.ST HAVF.N CEMETARv IN HOU.<;TON TF.XAS. SHE MARRIF.D REEVES
ATKINSON. CHILDREN BORN OF THEIR MARRIAGE WERE: JOHN TRUMAN (BORN 19011
(vI Ll. 1M! COI.BIAN "PEn", ESTHLE, ELOUTSE AND ROBRIE. "

(61 JOHN B. PORTER WAS BORN DfCEMBER 8, 1879 HF. vtio NOVEMBER 12, 18R1
AND rliAS BURTED TN _Lf-ONA CEIJETARV, LEONA TEXAS.

f71 I,IARY SUSIE POT;TER WA.~ BORN JANUARV 10, 188~ AND DTED JULV 2, Fg()
SHE (tIA.~ BURIED IN CENTEPVI I LE CEMETAPY IN CENTERVT I LE TEXAS. MARY
SII.qE PORTE(' MARRIED WTLLTAf..l PRICE ON DH'Ff.lRER 6. 18Q9. THEY HAD THREE
CHTLDREN: LUCILLL'(BGRN 1900), VERNON PORTER (BORN 1902, DIED 19191,
tvILLIAI.! FRANK (BORN 7904). MARY SUSIE PORTER MARRIED HER SECOND HUSBAND,
B08 MEYLAND ON DECEMBER 24, 1908, TOGETHER THEY HAD FOUR CHILDREN:
RUBY LEE, , EULA MAE, JAMES RARDEN AND JOliN LE(VIS. '

RARDEN PORTER SOLV HIS LAND NEAR LEONA, TEXAS AROUND 1884, ~~~'MOVED
TO CENTERVILLE. HE BOUGHT SEVERAL PLATS OF LAND ON THE ROAD FROM
CENTERVILLE TO RfVLANV. HERE IS WHERE HIS CHILDREN GREW UP ANV GOT
MARRIED. SEVERAL GRANVCHILDREN WERE BORN HERE AS WELL. RARDEN HAD LIVED
ON RffJLAND FOR SEVERAL YEARS WHEN SOUSANNA "SUSIE" DIED, LEAVING SEVERAL
MINOR CHILDREN. LATER RARDEN MARRIED MARY WELCH (BORN MARCH 16, 18501,
AND SIIE HELPED RAISE THE CHILDREN. IT IS SA10 THAT THERE NEVER WAS A
BETTER /,!OTHER OR GRANVMOTHER TO A BUNCH OF K10S THAN MARY.

I [3ZAN" OR "IBB" AS HE WAS LATEr.. CALLED, AND JIMMIE PROCTOR LIVED
ABOUT T(vO IdILES NORTH OF THE REVLANV STORE. ALL THREE OF THEIR CHILDREN
(VERE BORN TIIERE, AND JWMI E PROCTOR DI ED THERE ON AUGUST 14, 1904. IBB
rORTET~ MARRIED ESTELLE SIMPSON ON FEBP-UARY 16, 1908. THEY LIVED IN
CENTERVILLE WHERE IBB OWNED A LIVERY STABLE. THEIR DAUGHTER, LOUISE WAS
BORN ON IAAY 29, 191L BUSINESS WAS GOOD IN CENTERVILLE AND IBB PURCHASED
A 100 ACRE TRACT OF LAND ABOUT TWO MILES (VEST OF CENTERVILLE ON A HILL
FROM E. R. WARD §N OCTOBER 13, 1911. HE PAID '$827.00, FOR THIS TRACT OF
LAND. lBB DECIOE~ 'fd,GQ ON ANOTHER BUSINESS ADVENTURE TO NEW_tffXICO,
SO 18B AND ESTELLE AfJO TlfEIR TWO BOYS,~AGEJLI-UE-AND FIVE YEARS, AND THEIR
BASY GIRL, ~-I..A-i*"Mg~tlf~(Jr[r,-(VENf-TO NEW MEXICO. AFTER THEY WERE

= "-_~ -H(ERE -VR BOUT SIM MUNTHS; THINGS D10 NOT TURN OUT WELL, SO THEY DECIVED TO GO
BACK HOI!E. I Nt.[$TELLfl'.S',' }~bTHER' S BIBLE THERE IS A LITTLE NOTE ON A PIECE --
OF PAPE~ ~iJ4T!S~YS; '~~A~EING tHE TRAIN FROM NEW MEXICO, JUtY 7, 1912, "
SIGNE.v,\-"s~!H~E: AF'tER ~RRIVING BACK TN l.EON COUNTY, THEY DECIDED TO
BUILv" ~ HOUSe ON T~P OF A HILL ON THIS 100 ACRE TRACT OF LA."-.JD TilEY HAD
PlIRCH~~[~_ ~HtJkE tIjEY,ltFT, THUS, (VE HAVE PORTER HILL! THERE THEY HAD
AMOTHER GIRL; AIAVIE. B0rzN JANUARY 2, 1914.

"



" • • _ .•••• .J

RARO[N rORTH~ AUO HIS WIFE UARV LIVEV IN A HOUSE ON THE WEST'SIVE,
Ar TIlE FOOT OF THE HIlL. WHILE RARDEN WAS VISITING HIS DAUGHTER, NANIE IN
/.IARQU(l, TEXAS, HE fELL ILL WITH NEPHRITIS AND DIED IN 1913 •.

1B8 PORTER MiV ESTELLE LIVED ON TOP OF THIS HILL FOR SEVERAL
Y[ARS, THEN OEClVEO TO MOVE TO TEAGUE, TEXAS, AND GO INTO BUSINESS THERE.
sc, 16B, ESTELLE, 8ERT, RAYMOND, LOUISE, MADIE AND MARY ('GRMJVIAOTHER"), MOVED
Tt' HAGUE TEXAS. "PORTER HILL" WAS SOLD AND LATER BOUGHT BY MR. ENNIS
NEYLANV (WHERE HIS DAUGHTER THELMA NOW LIVES). .

'.IARY WELCH PORTER DIED IN TEAGUE, TEXAS ON DECEMBER 7, 1929, AND.IS
BURIED IN CENTERVILLE C£fAETARY.

BURT PORTER NOW LIVES IN WACO, TEXAS.

RAYMOND PORTER NOW LIVES IN FT. WORTH, TEXAS.

MADI E PORTER BOWERS sn LL L1 VES 1N TEAGUE, TEXAS, NOT FAR FROIA WHERE
THEIR OLD HOI,{E WAS.

LOUISE PORTER ZOVA LIVES NOW IN HOBBS, NEW MEXICO .:

SOMETIME AFTER RARDEN HAD MOVED TO CENTERVILLE, TEXAS IN 1884, HE WROTE
filS FIRST COUSIN, JOSEPH PORTER, (THE SON OF HANCOCK PORTER), WHO sn LL
LI VES IN LOUISIANA, A LETTER. HE TOLO HIM ABOUT HOW MUCH HE LIKED LEON
COUNTY, TEXAS AND WHAT FERTI LE LAND IT WAS AND URGED HW TO COME TO TEXAS.

JOSEPH PORTER HAD SERVED IN THE CIVIL WAR TOO. HE. ENLISTED
IN FRANKLIN PARISH, LOUISIANA ON MARCH 1, 1862, HE WAS A PRIVATE IN
COMPANY "E", EIGHTH LOUISIANA INFANTRY. HE GOT SICK AND WAS IN THE HOSPITAL
AT FORDONSVILLE FROM JULY 25, TO NOVEMBER, 7862. HE RECOVERED AND WENT
BACK INTO ACTION, ANV WAS TAKEN PRISONER IN RAPPAHANNOCK, VIRGINIA, ON
NOVEI.!BER 7, 1863. IRONICALLY, THE SAME SPOT WHERE HIS ANCESTORS HAD LANDED
228 YEARS BEFORE. HOWEVER, I NI SURE HE DIDN'T KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT THAT.
fiE ulAS SENT TO LOOKOUT, MARYLAND, AND (liAS EXCHANGED IN crrv POINT, VIRGINIA,
ON I.IARCH 15, 1864, AT (IIHI CH rrME HE '!)AS EIGHTEEN YEARS 0 LV. HE RETURNED
TO FRANKLIN PARISH, LOUISIANA, WHERE HE MARRIED MATTIE ? AND HAD
FOUR CHILDREN BORN'THERE. JOSEPH PORTER WAS AN OLDER BRomER OF GIDEON PORTER.

GIDEON PORTER, THE SON OF HANCOCK PORTER, (VAS BORN IN SHELBY COUNTY,
ALABAMA IN 1851. HE l,tARRIED N.IANDA JOHIJSON ON DECEMBER 25, 1871, IN
FRANKLIN COUNTY, LOUISIANA. THEY HAD TWO BOYS, HENRY JACKSON PORTER (BORN
JANllARY:?O. 1876), AND JOHN PORTER (BORN NOVEMBER 28,1877). MIANDA PORTER
V lEV ON JANUARY 10, 1878, AND GIDEON PORTER DIED ON MARCH 15, 1s 78.

AMELIA JOHNSON, THE GRANDMOTHER OF HENRY AND JOHN. PORTER, WENT TO
COllRT IN FRANKLIN PARISII, LOUISIANA, ASKING TO BE MADE TUTRIX OF THE TWO
/.{INOR CHILDREN OF GIDEON AND AMANDA rORTER. DAVID H. PORTER, THE BROTHER
OF GIDEON, ASKED TO BE /'~ADE CO- TUTOR •. SO, WAS GRANTED ON APRIL 'la, 1878.
IN 1880, THE CHILDREN (VERE LIVING IN THE /lOllSE WITH DAVID H. PORTER AND.
liE WAS SINGL~~, .,sOON ~FTERWARVS, THE CHILDREN, HWRY AND JOHN PORTER WERE
PA8SED TO JOSEPH PORtE~, WHO RAISED THEM. .

IN EARLY 1891; JQSEFH PORTER SOLD HIS PROPERTY JlJ-ERANU~PARISH,
Lt1UISIANA, AND Movtv nLLt6.N-CQbJN=f-IJ-:-rEX"AS: HE BROUGHT WITH HIM MATTIE

~~I.I:l$ '{ihl=F-[~v-otVEit SONS, TWO YOUNGER CHILDREN CHESTER AND MATTIE PORTER
- MJD IfENRY AND JOliN, THE ORPHANS OF GIDEON PORTER.

" '.\' ., -" , y .•• '

. 1,L~'ASI}fA~O, TO, fIM? M/,YONE THAT HAD KNOWN HENRY AND JOHN PORTER, BUT
ONE O~LrlY ~-fJT~r<YI LtJ3; I SAtlJ A !.IAN STANDING IN FRONT OF THE SULLIVAN DRUG
STOFgu··!-HAT 1 ~~~ttI~, Mlf), t kNEW THAT HE HAD LIVED ON REDLAND ALL OF HIS LIF
I THo GHT HE VERY Ll /(HY COULD I:1ELP. THIS MAN WAS JAMES Y. DEZHL. I ASKED

.~

,
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1 Patrick PORTER
B: 1May 1737

County Downs, , , Ireland
D: 1823

,Scott. VA
M:Abt 1756

, , Ireland
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Ben'amin PORTER
B: 1679

Spotsylvania Co., VA
0: 1761,.2.M: Abt 1736

. Oranae Co.?, VA

-

IAnn CAMPBELL
B: 1704

3 County Downs, , , Ireland
-'-0: Aft 1742 f--

, , Virginia

Nicholas PORTER
is= 1856

4 <Spotsylvania, Orange,
,.....:. Virginia>

I--

Elizabeth
B: < 1660

--2 <Spotsylvania Co., VA>

Robert CAMPBELL
B: < 1699

~ <, ,Scotland>

Elfzabeth
B: 1703..J.. , , Scotland
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